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This evidence brief was prepared by the Africa Centre for Systematic Reviews and Knowledge Translation/country node of the Regional East African Community Health 
(REACH) Policy Initiative 

Rapid Response Mechanism 
Uganda Clearing House of Health Policy and Systems Research 
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The Africa Evidence Network (AEN) consists of 
people working in Africa with an interest in the 
production and use of evidence in decisionmaking. 
In 2017, the AEN is partnering with the Africa 
Centre for Systematic Reviews and Knowledge 
Translation at Makerere University in Uganda to 
bring existing and new AEN members a colloquium 
entitled 'The Power of Information: Strengthening 
EvidenceInformed DecisionMaking in Africa'. 
The colloquium will be hosted over two days in May 
2017 in Uganda. Specific dates and venue will be 
confirmed soon. 

If you would like to attend this event, please email 
Precious Motha (pnmotha@uj.ac.za). For further 
information on the event or the AEN, please 
contact: 

Website: www.africaevidencenetwork.org 
Telephone: +27 (0)11 559 1909 
LinkedIn:  Africa Evidence Network 
(AEN) Twitter: @Africa_Evidence 

Brought to you by: 

Africa Centre for Systematic Reviews and 
Knowledge Translation at the Makerere 
University 
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Efforts: Push or Pull or Exchange or Integrated  

RESEARCH TRANSLATION  
  

Government departments (>3)  
UNRO; UNCST; UAC  

  
Non-state actors (>3)  

ACHEST; IPPR; UEA  
  

Networks (>3) REACH/EvipNet (“African 
Centre”); KNET; AEN; SPEED  

*Schools of Medicine & Public Health  
  
 

African Centre for Systematic Reviews & 
Knowledge Translation  

Systematic Reviews; Evidence Briefs; Policy 
dialogues; Priority setting & capacity 

building  
  
  

RESEARCH USE  
  

Universities (>8) Graduate students; 
Faculty researchers; Policy programmes  

  
Civil society/Media (>3) Journalists 

(USJA); Advocacy groups (NGO Forum, 
HEPS); Consumer groups (UNHCO)  

  
Government departments (>4)  
OPM, NPA, MoH/HPAC, Cabinet, 
Parliament/Health Committee  

Briefs/Memos; Health policy   
  

Health care organizations (>10)  
Prevention care & treatment  

RESEARCH PRODUCTION  
 Universities (>8)  

Makerere; Mbarara; Gulu; Busitema 
Mukono; Nkozi; Namuwongo; Ishaka  

  
*Networks for research & capacity building: 

Thrive, MEPI/MESAU  
  

Research Institutes/Councils (>5)  
UCI; IDI; UVRI; MRC; JCRC  

  
Think tanks/Private consultants (>2)  

ACHEST; IPPR  
  
  
  

Funding for Production: GoU/Research Instit.; 
Non-state actors  (NIH, BMRC, EU, ANRS)  

Funding for Translation:  
GoU/OPM; Non-state actors  (IDRC, 
DFID, AHPSR, AiGHD, EU, 3ie)   

Funding for Use: Technical 
Working Groups Policy 

dialogues    Research Unit 
Parliament  
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Outline: 

2 mins: Background/Acknowledgements 

1 mins: Objectives of the African Centre for Systematic 

Reviews & Knowledge Translation 

6 mins: Review of “African Centre” in relation to the 

MDGs & SDGs 

1 mins: Key messages 
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Project Goal: Building sustainable capacity for 
conducting & using systematic reviews; & developing 
a novel RRM for responding to policy makers needs in 
East Africa. The 6 objectives are: 
 
1. Training reviewers (PY 1, 2) & curriculum (PY3) 
2. Conducting reviews (PY 1, 2, 3) 
3. Disseminating reviews (PY 2, 3) 
4. How useful are reviews for RRM? (PY 2) 
5. Evaluating RRM in four African countries* (PY 1) 
6. Establishing the “Africa Centre” 

 
 
 

   

*RRM - Rapid Response Mechanism; PY – Project Year. 
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Figure 1: A Model of Linking Research To Action (Lavis et al, 2006) 

NICE, UK 

MakCHS MoH 

NARO & NAADS  
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GENERATING THE EVIDENCE 
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BUILDING CAPACITY TO  
GENERATE THE EVIDENCE 
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Limited capacity for 
systematic reviews: 

use and conduct 

Increased capacity for 
systematic reviews: 

use and conduct 

Research & Knowledge 
Gap on MGD 4 or 5 or 6 

New Knowledge on 
MGD 4 or 5 or 6 

Preparation 
Outcomes 
survey 1 

Training of Two Teams 
Face-to-Face Practicum 

Outcomes 
survey 2 

Workshop 1 Workshop 2 

Course modules 2 

Systematic Review Conduct Literature 
Review 

Course modules 1 

INNOVATION OPEN ACCESS COLLABORATION 

Figure 2: SCHEMA FOR CAPACITY BUILDING FOR SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS IN UGANDA AND EAST AFRICA 

I have no actual or potential conflict of interest 
in relation to this presentation. 
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Aug 2013 – Feb 2016 

56 trained  
• Botswana (3) 
• Cameroon (1) 
• Ethiopia (1) 
• Ghana (1) 
• Kenya (4) 
• Rwanda (4) 
• South Sudan (1) 
• Tanzania (5) 
• Uganda (35) 

Andy Oxman, Aug 2013, Kampala, Uganda 
  - Facilitated inaugural training 
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Policy Dialogue: Antimicrobial Self Medication (Resistance) 
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ENGAGEMENT: PRIORITY SETTING 
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Policy Dialogue on Uganda National Health Insurance Scheme Bill 2012 
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EXPLORING NEW ENCLAVES 
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Table	1:	Types	of	documents	citing	research	projects	of	Masters	students	at	MakCHS	1996	–	
2010		

Type	of	Document	 Citations	
N=	4,230	

Primary	research	work	 4,035	(95.4%)	
Evidence	syntheses	 195	(4.6%)	
				Policy	related	(guideline,	working	paper)	 25	(0.6%)	
				Systematic	reviews	 128	(3%)	
				Non-systematic	reviews	 42	(1%)	
				Cost-effectiveness	analyses	 7	(0.2%)	
	

Where is students research in EIDM? Assessing 
productivity and use of post-graduate students research in 

Uganda: A 15 year systematic review 
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Table 3: Research project outcomes by PG students at MakCHS, 1996 – 2010                                                   

Outcome N, (% [95% CI]) 
Period & number of registered students (%) 

1996 – 2000 2001 – 2005 2006 – 2010 
246 (21%) 475 (41%) 451 (38%) 

Primary     
  Journal article 209 (18%, [16% – 20%]) 41 (17%) 78 (16%) 86 (19%) 
Secondary     
  Citation 196 (17%, [15% – 19%]) 42 (16%) 82 (17%) 72 (17%) 
  Conference presentation 21 (2%, [1% – 3%]) 4 (2%) 9 (2%) 8 (2%) 
  Dissertation (electronic) 465 (40%, [37% – 43%]) 56 (23%) 191 (40%) 218 (48%) 
Combined     
  ≥1 outcome 582 (50%, [47% – 52%]) 89 (36%) 240 (50%) 252 (56%) 
 

 Publications from 209, 18% (95% CI: 16% to 20%) 
 

First Citations 196, 17% (95% CI: 15% – 19%).  
 
Very few, (4%) policy related documents 
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In summary; 

The African Centre for Systematic Reviews & KT 
 
Generating the evidence (syntheses) 
Building capacity to generate the evidence 
Engagement: Identifying the priorities for evidence 
Exploring new enclaves 
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THANK YOU! 


